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vulnerable patients will be able to
choose their own doctors.

Yes, it bans the little parrots that
are given to our doctors who say,
‘‘Don’t give them any care to them; see
them only for 10 minutes.’’

Do you know what the Republicans
do? They do not allow you to choose
your own doctor. They send women out
of the hospital before 48 hours after
they have had a mastectomy; and, yes,
they keep asking you to pay for those
high, high prescription drugs.

Americans want a real Patient’s Bill
of Rights, not the whiplash that comes
quickly and hurts long. Support the
Democratic Patient’s Bill of Rights
and get real health care reform, real
managed care reform for America.

f

AMERICA VULNERABLE TO
FOREIGN MISSILE ATTACK

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, the Pre-
amble to the United States Constitu-
tion states that the Federal Govern-
ment shall have the responsibility to
provide for the common defense. Pro-
tecting our national security is, in
fact, the first duty and the primary ob-
ligation of the President, our com-
mander-in-chief.

But America is vulnerable today, vul-
nerable to a missile attack from
abroad. It is a shame that it has taken
nuclear blasts in India and Pakistan to
convince American leaders that the
time to act is now.

Many Americans are unaware of this,
but if a missile were fired at an Amer-
ican city, the United States would be
defenseless against it. This is a shock-
ing realization when you consider that
there are many nations that have the
capability of reaching American soil
with long-range nuclear missiles.

The potential threat to every child in
America demands that we take deci-
sive action to protect ourselves from
the uncertainty that exists in the
world today. It is time to honor our ob-
ligation to the Constitution and to the
American people by building a missile
defense system. No less than the secu-
rity of our Nation and the safety of our
children is at stake.

f

KEEPING WHAT IS ALREADY
YOURS

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, this Con-
gress intends to focus like a laser beam
on an issue of particular importance to
families. It’s called tax cuts. Many
Americans are moving ahead in these
economic good times, but some fami-
lies are having trouble making ends
meet.

While the liberals believe that the
way to improve the standard of living

of hard-pressed working families is to
propose more job training programs
and more Washington-directed edu-
cation programs, the same ones which
have failed miserably in the past, Re-
publicans have a much better idea. Re-
publicans want to help ordinary work-
ing families by letting them keep more
of their own money. No need for theory
or hopes that some day these Federal
training programs will trickle down to
real people. No, the Republicans can
help families make ends meet, save for
that first home or pay off those credit
cards by giving them a tax cut.

Actually, the government would not
be giving them anything. It would
mean that the government would let
people keep more of their own hard-
earned money.

f

ACCEPTING RESPONSIBILITY FOR
TEACHING MORALS AND VALUES

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, once
in America, parents imparted their val-
ues and morals to their children.
Today, it is out with parents, in with
computers. Some even liken it to a
Tower of Babble in each family room.

Check this out. Last month a woman
gave birth on the Internet; and today
two teenagers announced, through
their attorney, no less, that they will
surrender their virginity live on the
Internet. Unbelievable. What is next? A
late-term abortion? How about an on-
line sacrifice to Satan, folks?

Beam-me-up.com.
I say it is time for these computer

companies to shove their software up
their hard drives live on the Internet.

One last thing, on a serious note. I
believe America is in sad shape when
computers begin to replace parents in
passing down our morals and values.

I yield back any common sense left
in the country.

f

FREEDOM AND PRIVACY
RESTORATION ACT

(Mr. PAUL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to introduce the Freedom and Privacy
Restoration Act, which repeals those
sections of the Illegal Immigration Re-
form and Immigrant Responsibility
Act of 1996 authorizing an establish-
ment of Federal standards for birth
certificates and drivers’ licenses.

This obscure provision, which was
part of a major piece of legislation
passed at the end of the 104th Congress,
represents a major power grab by the
Federal Government and a threat to
the liberties of every American, for it
would transform State drivers’ licenses
into national ID cards.

If this scheme is not stopped, no
American will be able to get a job, open

a bank account, apply for Social Secu-
rity or Medicare, exercise their second
amendment rights, or even take an air-
plane flight until they can produce a
State driver’s license that is the equiv-
alent of conforming to Federal speci-
fications. Under the 1996 Kennedy–
Kassebaum health care reform law,
Americans may be forced to present a
federally approved driver’s license be-
fore consulting their doctors for medi-
cal treatment.

My fellow colleagues, make no doubt
about this, this is a national I.D. card.
We do not need it. Please join me in an
effort to stop it.

f

PLEDGE TO FULLY FUND THE E-
RATE PROGRAM

(Mr. RUSH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to alert my colleagues to the growing
threat to the E-rate program. This key
provision of the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 makes sure that our Na-
tion’s poorest children do not get left
behind along the information super-
highway by providing telecommuni-
cations services at a discounted cost to
poor and rural schools and libraries.

To date, more than 30,000 applica-
tions for the program have been re-
ceived, including over 200 in my dis-
trict. As part of the Telecommuni-
cations Act, long distance companies
agree to support the E-rate program
through their contributions to the Uni-
versal Service Fund. In exchange, the
industry has reaped billions of dollars
in lower access charges and expanded
market share. Now they want to renege
on the deal.

Today I am calling on my colleagues
to pledge their commitment to seeing
that the E-rate program is fully fund-
ed. To pull the plug on full funding of
the E-rate program is to further exac-
erbate the great digital divide between
the haves and have-nots and will leave
our children unprepared to move into
the new millennium. Let us not let
that happen.

f

SIGN EDUCATION SAVINGS
ACCOUNT INTO LAW

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
lican-led House voted overwhelmingly
for Education Savings Accounts to give
every American family the power to
improve the educational choices for
their children. Not every family today
can afford a home computer or the SAT
prep course, but through IRA-style
Education Savings Accounts, Repub-
licans hope to make these education
expenses more available to children.

Who is in a better position to use this
money to help improve our Nation’s
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education needs, Washington bureau-
crats or American families? That is the
decision that must be made.

Mr. Speaker, the best way to help im-
prove education is to give each family
more of their own money so they can
choose what and how to help their chil-
dren. For this to happen, President
Clinton must free our children from
the education bondage of special inter-
ests and sign the Education Savings
Account conference report into law.

f

b 1130

TRUTH IN BILLING

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
the authors of the Education Rate are
distressed by the current controversy,
since the discount was supposed to be
paid for through the hefty savings the
telephone companies received as a re-
sult of deregulation, almost $3 billion
as of July 1998.

That is why I have introduced H.R.
4018 to give consumers ‘‘truth in bill-
ing.’’ It would require a GAO report on
how much money has actually been
saved as a result of deregulation and
how much of that savings has been
passed back to consumers. In addition,
it would require that those companies
seeking to put additional line items on
their bills reflect the full and accurate
picture of both costs and savings that
have resulted from the Federal regu-
latory action.

There is no reason for confusion. At a
time when the majority of classrooms
in America do not have Internet ac-
cess, and when the numbers for the
poor and the rural areas are even
worse, it is important for Congress to
cut through the confusion, keep our
commitment to our schools and librar-
ies, and most important, to America’s
children.

f

TRIBUTE TO THE COURAGE AND
BRAVERY OF OUTSTANDING
STUDENTS AT THURSTON HIGH
SCHOOL IN SPRINGFIELD, OR

(Mr. BARR of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor Jake and Josh
Ryker, Adam Walburger, and Doug and
David Ure for their courage and brav-
ery.

On May 21, 1998 these students wit-
nessed a fellow classmate walk into the
Thurston High School cafeteria in
Springfield, Oregon, and begin shoot-
ing. Jake Ryker, after being shot
through the chest, grabbed the suspect
around the waist and threw him down,
knocking the rifle out of his hands. His
brother Josh and three other students
followed Jake’s lead and jumped on the
suspect and held him on the floor until
teachers arrived to provide assistance.

The Ryker brothers and their family
attribute these boys’ confidence and
quick thinking to their familiarity
with firearms and the training they re-
ceived as Boy Scouts. I would add to
this a strong family that taught these
brothers courage, integrity and com-
passion for their fellow man.

Clearly, the actions of Jake and Josh
Ryker, Adam Walburger, and Doug and
David Ure saved more lives and pre-
vented more students from being in-
jured or killed.

Mr. Speaker, I take this moment to
honor the courage and bravery of these
fine young men for acting above and
beyond the call of duty in defense of
their fellow classmates at Thurston
High School in Springfield, Oregon.

f

MANAGED CARE REFORM

(Mr. GREEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GREEN. Mr. Speaker, I find it
ironic that the same people that
preached and lectured this Congress
about the importance of personal re-
sponsibility and accountability for
one’s actions during the welfare reform
bill are taking the opposite position on
managed care reform.

This is really about the same thing:
being accountable for the decisions we
make. We should be responsible for our
actions, whether one is a Member of
Congress voting, a welfare recipient
looking for work, or an HMO deciding
not to pay for a test or a procedure
that the doctor says is medically nec-
essary.

Why should HMOs be given pref-
erential treatment and held to a dif-
ferent standard than the doctors they
employ or the patient that they are
supposed to serve?

The Republican managed care bill
will not hold HMOs accountable when
they make these medical decisions.

One thing this decision does is clear-
ly define where everyone stands on the
issue. We should be fighting for a bill
that requires timely internal and ex-
ternal appeals; access to specialists or
special needs; point of service choice
for employees and the patients; open
communication between patients and
their doctors; no gag rule; and account-
ability of the medical decision-maker.
We need real health care reform, not a
false hope.

f

DOLLARS TO THE CLASSROOM
ACT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
seek support for our Nation’s children
to learn and our teachers to teach by
supporting H.R. 3248, the Dollars to the
Classroom Act. This bill will send at
least 95 cents of every Federal dollar
for 31 K-through-12 education programs

to our children’s classrooms. That
means that $2.7 billion will be taken
from the grasp of bureaucrats and put
into the hands of a teacher who knows
our child’s name. Mr. Speaker, that
means that every classroom in Amer-
ica will get an additional $425 on an av-
erage of $9,300 per public school. I urge
my colleagues to join this important
effort to redistribute education tax dol-
lars away from bureaucrats to stu-
dents, parents and teachers.

Instead of paying for reports, studies,
and layers of bureaucracy, I ask my
colleagues to pay for teachers’ salaries,
textbooks, computers and other sup-
plies. Let us put our children first, let
us put their education first, let us turn
rhetoric into action by passing the Dol-
lars to the Classroom Act before our
children return to school next fall.

f

DEMOCRATS LOVE TO TAX
(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, today
we have heard liberal after liberal,
Democrat after Democrat, excuse me, I
am being redundant, speak in favor of
a new $2 billion tax increase. They are
so proud of the Gore tax. Every time
you call your mother, it is going to
cost you a little bit more. Every time
you have a medical emergency, a friend
out of town, it is going to cost you
more. Any time you have a loved one
in California you want to call from the
East Coast, it is going to cost you
more, and the Democrats are so happy
about it.

Why are they happy about it? Well,
for one thing, any tax is a good tax. We
love all taxes. Another reason they are
happy: we did not have to vote on it. It
got sneaked in by their comrades in
the Federal bureaucracy who sneaked
it in. Not one congressional vote.

I would say to my liberal colleagues,
we know you like taxes. Why do we not
vote on it? Since you are so proud of
tax increases, why not bring this mat-
ter to the floor so that the Vice Presi-
dent can run on a new platform: I in-
creased your phone taxes. I increased it
for the poor people, I increased it for
the old, I increased it for those on fixed
incomes, and let them brag about it on
the House floor.

f

STRONG SUPPORT FOR E-RATE
(Mr. REYES asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I am gladly
standing this morning in support of the
E-rate. I believe this country’s most
valuable resource to be our children,
and education is key to their develop-
ment. In a world where computers are
defining their very lives, our edu-
cational institutions must include
technology. The genius of American
education is that whether rich or poor,
our children are given the opportunity
to gain that knowledge.
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